
REMARKS 
The Examiner's Objection to the Specification 

The Examiner objects to the use of the abbreviation "BM", specifically, the Office 
Action asserts that the specification uses the term without ever defining it. The specification 
has been amended to recite the definition. Support for the amendment can be found in the 
attached pages from Webster's Third New International Dictionary of the English Language. 
It is clear from the matter of the present application that the only appropriate definition 
among the definitions listed is "bowel movement". 

The Examiner's Objections to the Claims 

The Examiner's objection to the use of the term "having" has been addressed in the 
amendments to claim 1 above. 

With regard to the Examiner's objection to the use of the phrase "an effective 
amount", this phrase is widely used in the same context in patent practice. For example, a 

method for "controlling" fungus with "effective amount" of compound is 
not indefinite; "a term is only indefinite if one skilled in the relevant art 
would not understand what is claimed even when the claim is read in light 
of the specification." 

Rhone-Poulenc Agrochime S.A. v. Biagro Western 
Sales, Inc., USPQ2d 1203, 1205 (E.D. Calif.1995) 

Thus, the objection is improper and should be withdrawn. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with markings to show 
changes made ". 

The Examiner's 35 USC 102 Rejections 
Foreman (US 4,738,677) 

The Examiner has rejected Claims 1-6, 15, and 17-19 under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Foreman (4,738,677). 

The instant application discloses and claims absorbent articles having nonwoven cuffs 
comprising spunbond fibers having a denier less than about 1.3 and a hydrostatic head of at 
least about 85mm. Preferred embodiments of this absorbent article can have one or more 




cuffs with a skin care composition disposed on (applied on or migratable to) the body surface 
of the cuffs. Importantly, the skin care compositions useful herein are readily transferable to 
the wearer's skin by way of normal contact, wearer motion, and/or body heat. Upon transfer 
to the skin, the skin care composition provides desirable therapeutic and/or protective coating 
benefits resulting in less red marking, erythema, diaper rash, skin irritation, and/or reducing 
the adherence of BM to the skin of the wearer, thereby improving the ease of BM clean up. 

Foreman discloses an integral disposable absorbent article such as a diaper provided 
with an absorbent core; a liquid impervious backsheet; a first barrier cuff disposed adjacent 
each longitudinal edge of the absorbent article and each having a first proximal edge and a 
first distal edge; a spacing means for spacing the first distal edge of each of the first barrier 
cuffs away from the liquid-receiving surface of the absorbent article; and a second barrier cuff 
disposed adjacent at least one and preferably adjacent each of the end edges of the absorbent 
article and having a second proximal edge and a second distal edge, the distal edges of the 
barrier cuffs overlapping at corner points to form a containment pocket. The containment 
pocket has channels that are formed between the proximal edges and the distal edges because 
the distal edges of the barrier cuffs are spaced away from the liquid-receiving surface of the 
absorbent article. 

While Foreman discloses absorbent articles comprising barrier cuffs, there is no 
contemplation of barrier cuffs comprising only spunbonded material of low microdenier. 
There is no contemplation of the use of microdenier cuffs in Foreman. The Examiner points 
out that a preferred material for use as a barrier cuff is "Celestra", and uses this disclosure to 
assert anticipation. However, "Celestra", as noted in the attached Declaration of Terrill A. 
Young, is not a microdenier fabric, while the use of a microdenier fabric is the essence of the 
instant invention. Therefore, Foreman cannot be considered to anticipate the instant 
invention. 

The vast majority of nonwoven prior art cuffs, including those of Foreman, typically 
comprised a three layer laminate comprising 1) two outer layers of spunbonded material 2) an 
inner layer of meltbown material to provide a barrier to fluid. The use of the microdenier 
nonwovens in the instant cuffs permits the removal of the meltblown layer which is relatively 
stiff. The cuffs comprising the low denier nonwoven materials are softer and therefore less 
irritating to the skin than the prior art cuffs, while still providing a fluid barrier. 
Lawson (US 4,695,278) 

The Examiner also rejects instant claims 1-6, 15, and 17-19 in view of Lawson 
(4,695,278). Lawson discloses an absorbent article having a nonwoven cuff joined to the 




chassis. Again, there is no anticipation of the use of a microdenier fabric as required by the 
instant application. As mentioned above, as "Celestra" is not a microdenier fabric, its use 
does not anticipate the instant application which requires use of a microdenier fabric (denier 
less than 1.3). 

The Examiner's 35 USC 103 Rejections 

The Examiner has rejected instant claims 1-7 and 13-20 under 35 USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Foreman, as applied to claims 1-6, 15, and 17-19. 

As mentioned above, Foreman discloses an absorbent article with cuffs, however, 
there is nothing in a reading of the citation which would lead one of skill in the art to utilize a 
microdenier fabric in the cuffs as opposed to those fabrics which were already being used. 

Additionally, the Examiner rejects these claims over Foreman, in view of Buckingham 
(4,556,560). Buckingham discloses methods for the treatment and prevention of diaper rash 
and diaper dermatitis which employ the topical application of a minimum inhibitory 
concentration of a pharmaceutically-acceptable lipase-inhibiting agent to the area in need of 
such treatment, or the area where prevention is desired. The lipase-inhibiting agent is 
preferably applied in combination with a barrier-like vehicle. 

There is no contemplation in Buckingham of the desirability of utilizing microdenier 
fabrics in any diaper cuff. Therefore the combination of Foreman and Buckingham fails to 
overcome the deficiencies of Foreman alone and the combination would not lead one of skill 
in the art to the instant article. 

Additionally, the lipase inhibiting agents of Buckingham can also be incorporated into 
the diaper structure, preferably into the absorbent core substrate or topsheet. The only other 
diaper structure, to which Buckingham applies the agent is the core side of the backsheet. 
Column 15, lines 13-15, mentioned by the Examiner, states that the lipase inhibiting agents 
are incorporated into the diaper structure, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, it does not 
state that they are incorporated into the "skin contacting portions" of the diaper. 

The Examiner also rejects instant claims 1-7, 9-11, and 13-20 under USC 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lawson and further in view of Roe (5,607,760). The patent 
application which resulted in the Roe patent was filed August 3, 1995. However, the instant 
application claims priority to USSN 08/345,159 which was filed November 28, 1994. 
Therefore the Roe patent is not available as a reference against the instant application which 
can claim priority to an earlier filed application. 



Further, even if Roe was available as a reference, there is no contemplation in Roe of 
the use of a microdenier fabric, therefore, the combination of Lawson/Roe, in a manner 
similar to that of Foreman/Buckingham, does not render the instant invention obvious. 



CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the applied references 
and reference combinations do not disclose or render obvious claims 1-20. In addition, the 
formality objections should be obviated by the amendments. Accordingly, favorable 
reconsideration of claims 1-20 is earnestly solicited in the form of a Notice of Allowance. 

Should any issues impeding continuing examination of this Application remain, the 
Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned by telephone at the earliest possible date 
to achieve a timely resolution. 

Respectfully submitted 

FOR: TERRILL A. YOUNG, ET AL 




By t^jfVJ* 




April 12, 2001 

The Procter & Gamble Company 
Sharon Woods Technical Center 
1 1450 Grooms Road - Box C-18 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 
Telephone (513)626-2127 
FAX (513)626-3499 



Eileen L. Hughett 
Registered U.S. Patent JYgent 
Registration Number 34, 352 




VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



In the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 31 and ending at page 6, line 2 
with the following: 

—Importantly, the skin care compositions described herein provide a protective 
and/or a therapeutic benefit upon transfer to the wearer's skin, including reducing 
erythema and/or diaper rash. The skin care composition may also act to minimize the 
abrasion between the cuffs and skin the the area where the cuffs contact the wearer's 
skin, resulting in less redmarking and/or skin irritation. Additionally, the protective 
coating on the wearer's skin may reduce the adherence of BM to the skin, thereby 
improving the ease of BM cleanup. As used herein, the abbreviation "BM" means 
"bowel movement". — 

Basis for this definition can be found in Webster's third New International Dictionary 
of the English Language Unabridged, page 243, copy attached. 
In the Claims 

Please amend claim 1 to read as follows: 

1. (Amended) An absorbent article to be worn by a wearer adjacent the skin, the 
absorbent article comprising: 
a chassis comprising: 

an outer covering layer comprising: 
a backsheet; and 

a liquid pervious topsheet joined to said backsheet; and 
an absorbent core positioned between said topsheet and said backsheet; 
a nonwoven cuff joined to said chassis, wherein each said nonwoven cuff [having] has 
a first surface and a second surface disposed opposite said first surface, said 
nonwoven cuff comprising spunbond fibers [having] which have a denier less than 
about 1.3 and a hydrostatic head of at least about 85 mm. 
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- ailroad had been* changed) C : to make a pretense of 
% <thi? catcher ~^ed a throw to first base) — W 1 a : to 
: f^'Miy on a poor hand in poker in the hope that an oppo- 
N l drop b : to make any show of strength not justified 
fl« rt hand held in a card game with the intention of deceiving 
W noonent 2 : to make use of pretense, a mere show of 
jn °Pjj 1 0 r deception : sham <it is destructive of public good- 
S [rc n » ^ or fake when you cannot give the information re- 

I?d-Lou Smyth) 
^ C ti \"\ n " s ^ * a bl' nt * er or blinker esp. for a horse 
,D traIG hT poker 3 a : an act or instance of bluffing (hav- 
2 I s nothing to support his pretensions he decided to put 
inS -;J __Sherwood Anderson) <he put on a good ~~) <it was 

up a ,> b : the practice of bluffing (the agreement had been 

jH a he( j a fter weeks of ~ and haggle — Time} 4 : one that 
ttitf was pretty much of a — > 

j$H ,0 * e< * \'*' fciaud ^ at *j t }t>tu M] °l a sh 'P ' having a broad 
V t f b gA 1 bl3f3(r)\ n -s Vbiujj + ~er] : one that bluffs 
Dia !! 'formation n Vblujf] : loess 
Bl^i headed Y»I*A adj Vblujf) : bluff-bowed 
1,1 ff.1V ad v ^ btu tt + -(vl ! in a bluff manner 
DlU|j[JggS n -es : the quality or state of being bluff 
^tt'o \'bl3fe\ ad}, often -er/-est [ l btufj + -y] : having or re- 
eling bluffs : STEEP 

^ \'bWt\ vr -ED/-INO/-S [alter, of mufj] dial Eng : blind- 

F^gy \'blage\ adj [euphemism for 1 bloody) : bloody 
dI -h \ blu;d\ Scot var of blooo 
0^ ? n l or Wue.ing Ybluirj\ n -s [fr. gerund of \ 



blue) 1 : the 



**°t of making blue <the of steel) 2 ; something that gives a 
lishtiniias a : a rinse for gray or white hair b : a prepara- 
•\ n of blue or violet dyes used in laundering to counteract the 
''newish tinge of white linen or cotton 3 : blue rot 
£ £n or blucish \' bluish, -uesh\ adj [ME ble wish, fr. bleu, 
blue + -i5h — more at blue] : somewhat blue : having a 

• at of blue <a green) <~ air) — blu.ish*ness or blue- 
Bness n -es 

.<iYie \'bltem\ Scot var oj BLOOM 

inlmea VblUmeA rt, cap [NL, fr. Karl L. Btume fl 862 Ger. 
hntanist] : a genus of tropical Australasian and African herbs 

r shrubs (family Compositae) with simple alternate leaves 

nd discoid purple or yellow flower heads 
JJ.jj.der \'bbnda(r)\ vb -ed/-ing/-s [ ME blundren, blondren] 

il : to move unsteadily, confusedly, or blindly : flounder, 
tumble (the cabman ~ed up and downstairs with trunks — 
Arnold Bennett) <in their exhaustion they often ~ed against 
lach other —Norman Mailer) 2 : to come or happen by or as 
ff by accident : stumble — usu. used with on or upon (evidence 
ffhich I upon in a manuscript — Charlton Laird) 3 : to 
make a mistake or commit an error usu. as a result of stupidity, 
tolerance, mental confusion, or carelessness (while he often 
Zed he usually won his case by sheer energy and persistence — 
Edward Preble) — vf 1 now dial Eng : to mix up : muddle, 
sort 2 : to utter stupidly, confusedly, or thoughtlessly 

• blurt — usu. used with out (he ~ed out an apology) 3 : to 
lose usu. by stupidity, carelessness, or thoughtlessness : throw 
- usu. used with away (it maddens me to see people ~ing away 
thousands of pounds —G.B.Shaw) 4 : to make a stupid, 
careless, or thoughtless mistake in : botch, bungle, mis- 
M a^aGE (the risk we run of ~ing matters through ignorance — 
Rafael Sabatini) 

ltjlonder V'\ n -s [ME blunder, blonder] : an error or mistake 
resulting usu. from stupidity, ignorance, mental confusion, or 
carelessness (the building of light-draft monitors was a costly 

H.K.Beale) (his chief ~ is his misconception of Aristotle 

-H.O.Taylor) syn see error 

tlaii'der'bush Ybl3ndar,bush\ dial var of blunderbuss 
blan'der.buss Ybland3(r),bas\ n -es [by folk etymology fr. 

obs. D donderbus, fr. 

donder thunder (fr. MD 

dander, don re) + obs. D 

bus gun, fr. MD busse, 

bosse box, tube, gun, fr. 

LL buxis box; akin to blunderbuss 
OHG thonar thunder - rjlunoerouss 
more at thunder, box] 1 : an obsolete short gun or firearm 
that had a large bore and usu. a bell muzzle, was capable of 
holding a number of balls, and was intended for shooting at 
close quarters without exact aim 2 : a blundering person 
blon>der*er \'bbnd(3)ra(r)\ n -s [ME, fr. blundren to blunder 

• er) : one that blunders; esp : one that makes a stupid, care- 
less, or thoughtless mistake 

blunderhead V«*,*\ rt [prob. alter, (influenced by 1 blunder) of 
dunderhead] : a blundering person — blun*der*head*ed 
\X*A adj 

blundering adj : characterized by or given to making blunders 
: bungling (a ~~ attempt to capture the fort) (a ~ lawyer) — 
blun.der.ing.Iy adv 

blunge Vblanj\ v/ -ED/-ING/-S [prob. blend of blend and 
plunge) : to amalgamate and blend : beat up or mix in water 
■'as clay to form slip) 

blunder Ybbnjo(r)\ n -s : one that blunges; specif : a vat with 
mechanical stirrers for mixing clay and water into slip 
l t)lunt \'bbnt\ adj -er/-est [ME; perh. akin to ON blunda to 
doze, OE blind — more at blind] la: dull or deficient in 
feeling or perception : insensitive (served his time by showing 
how ~~ the eyes and ears of writers generally are — Norman 
Foerster) b : slow or obtuse in understanding or discernment 
: dull (this consideration will make it evident to a -^er dis- 
cernment than yours — Edmund Burke) 2 : having a thick 
edge or point : not sharp or keen (the murderous knife was 
dull and -+* — Shak.) 3 archaic : lacking refinement or polish 
' RUDE, rough (though ~ my tale —Alexander Pope) 
4 : abrupt in speech or manner : outspokenly frank : not 
suave ; plain (you are entirely too -~ in your human relations 
~WJ.ReiHy) ^the petition was rejected in a — one-sentence 
letter of refusal —Paul Blanshard) syn see bluff, dull 
Wont \"\ vb -EO/-ING/-S [ME blonten fr. blunt, blont, adj.] 
*' 1 a : to make {as an edge or point) less sharp : dull (~ed 
the swords) b : to make (as an acid or corrosive) less sharp 

• dilute (~~s the acidity of vinegar) 2 : to make (as the senses 
°r mental faculties) dull or sluggish : deaden (diminished 
J^cn s sense of wonder and ~ed their sensitiveness to the great 
oiystery — Aldous Huxley) 3 : to lessen or destroy the force 
° r effectiveness of : weaken (their zeal was quickly ~ed by 
«« yawn of habit around them —Bruce Marshall) (the attack 

as ^ed) — vf ; to become dull or less sharp (its edges will 
,&~-John Bunyan) 

mSI « " * s t J 1 : something blunt; specif : blunt 
mJJ? w 2 dang : ready cash : money 

anH 0W n 1 an arrow with a blunt head used to kill birds 
Wnnwf 8ame with °ut mangling 

£r\ jHSsection n : surgical separation of tissue layers by 
fingers a " ' nstrument w 'thout a cutting edge or by the 

SS! hl!i\ : a fiIe havin 8 parallel edges 

^lant \1 T v r.^ n : a snake of the family Amblycephalidae 

Waal lJ V lam5 \ n -s Vblunt + -ie] Scot : a stupid person 

even, ' adv • ' n a blunt manner (he is ready to say ~- what 
^raii J? ne eI$ c >s afraid to say —T.S.Eliot) 

Quail*!* 8 " ^ t ME blunt nes, fr. blunt + ~nes -ness] : the 
Won !J« r s i ate or bein 8 blur, t 

'flfvai I crab i : a ,ar 8e pinkish spider crab 

Wr\ .^,'* afu, ) of the northwest coast of No. America 
Mc l ) bl3r + V -sr.; *bl5, + V or- also -5r\ n -s [perh. akin to 



243 



„ is reputation was blurred) : blemish (an act that ~s 

the grace and blush of modesty —Shak.) 3 : to make dim, 
indistinct, or vague in outline or character (the needs of asso- 
ciation blurred the peculiarities among Dane and Swede and 
Norwegian — Oscar Handlin) (with memory blurring out all 
but the high light —Ernest Beaglehole) 4 : to make dim, 
imperfect, or confused (as the senses or mental faculties) 
: dim, darken (in her nineties time had begun to ~ her senses 
—W.A.White) — vi 1 : to make blurs (the moths tapped and 
blurred at the window screen — R. P. Warren) 2 : to become 
vague, indistinct, or indefinite : dim (the distinctions of 

golttics in both countries tend to ~ — Frank Gorrell) 
lurb Vblarb, 'blab, 'blaib\ n -s [coined 1907 by Gelett 
Burgess tl95l Am. humorist & illustrator] : a short highly 
commendatory and often extravagant publicity notice; esp 
: such a notice printed on the dust jacket of a book (this book 
fails to give what the describes — O. G.S.Crawford) 
'blurb \"\ vt -ED/-ING/-S 1 : to publicize in or by means of a 
blurb (whom they now ~ as "the Canadian Mark Twain" — 
Time) 2 : to advertise in the extravagant manner often 
characteristic of a blurb (was ~ed as a great novel) 
blurb- is t \-b$st\ n -s : a writer of blurbs (I have no doubt that 

the — was Walt himself — H.S.Canby) 
blur circle n : circle of confusion 

blurred Vblard, *bl5d, 'bbid\ adj [fr. past part, of *blur] 
1 : smeared with or as if with ink ('-— sheets of paper) 2 : char- 
acterized by dimness, indistinctness, or obscurity (the^ names 
on the gravestones) (a photograph) : vague, confused 
<the aims of the group) (people of — and divided minds) 

— blur.red.ly \'blar*dle also 'bl5r-\ adv 

blur«ry Vbtore, -ri also 'bl5r-\ adj, sometimes -er/-est Vblur + 
-y] : blurred (a ~ snapshot) 

'blurt Yblart, 'bl5t, 'blait, usu d. + V\ vb -ed/-ing/-s [prob. of 
imit. origin] vt ; to utter abruptly and impulsively : divulge 
unadvisedly : ejaculate — usu. used with out (you don't 
leave me any alternative to ~ing it out like this — Lester 
Atwell) — W 1 obs : to make a contemptuous puffing 
grimace with the lips 2 : to speak impulsively (while Henry 
was ~ing and Wolsey thundering — Francis Hackett) Syn see 

EXCLAIM 

^blurt \**\ n -s : an abrupt impulsive utterance (loudly and 
lengthily denied his undiplomatic — — Time} 

iblUSh \'blash\ vb -ed/-ing/-es [ME blusshen, blisshen, fr. OE 
blyscan to redden, fr. blysa flame, torch; akin to MLG blus 
torch, ON blys light, flame. OHG bluhhen to burn brightly] 
v( 1 : to become red in the face esp. from shame, modesty, or 
confusion : flush, color (Clara looked at her aunt and ~ed 
— Sherwood Anderson) (,^-ing more scarlet than ever, slunk 
off . . . deeply humiliated —Samuel Butler fl902) 2 : to feel 
shame : be embarrassed (the grossly injurious suspicions which 
she must ever — to have entertained —Jane Austen) (no man 
ought ever to be called upon to — for his wife —W.M.Thack- 
eray) 3 a : to become red : have a red or rosy color (the 
skies yet ~ing with departing light —Alexander Pope) b : to 
have a fresh color : bloom (full many a flower is born to ~- 
unseen — Thomas Gray) 4 : to assume a cloudy appearance 

— used of varnish or lacquer films; compare Abloom 2b 

— vt 1 : to make red : redden (a shielded scutcheon ~~ed with 
blood of queens and kings —John Keats) 2 archaic : to make 
known by blushing 

3 blUSh \"\ n -ES [ME, prob. fr. blusshen, v.] 1 : appearance, 
view, or consideration — used esp. in the phrase at jirst blush 
(at first ~ the answer seems simple enough —Margaret Mead) 
2 : a reddening of the face esp. from shame, modesty, or con- 
fusion : flush (a ~ revealed his embarrassment) 3 a : a red 
or reddish color (light's last ~es tinged the distant hills — 
George Lyttelton) b : a rosy glow : bloom (are meant to 
amuse while the — is on them —Charlton Laird) 4 a : a light 
brown that is stronger and slightly redder and darker than 
alesan, lighter and slightly redder than French beige, and 
redder and lighter than cork — called also Josephine, rose 
blush b : an undesirable whitish or milky appearance of films 
(as of varnish or lacquer), resins, or plastics — compare 
* bloom 3f 

blushed \'blasht\ adj : suffused with a tone of red (the ~ and 

green sides of apples) 
blush-er \-sha(r)\ n -s 1 : one that blushes 2 or blushing 

mushroom : a yellowish edible agaric (Amanita rubescens) 

that usu. turns red when touched 
blush* ful \-fal\ adj 1 : full of, given to, or provoking blushes 

<a ~~ flirtation) 2 : blush-colored : ruddy, rosy (~ mists) 

— blush.fuMy \-fsle\ adv 

'blushing «-s 1: the act or process of blushing 2 : blush 4b 
'blushing adj : marked by blushes — blush-ing-ly adv 
blush rose n : a grayish red that is bluer and duller than bois de 
rose or Pompeian red, yellower and duller than appleblossom, 
and bluer and deeper than livid brown 
blUShy \'blashe\ adj, often -er/-est : blushful 
'blaster \'blwta(r)\ vb blustered; blustered; blustering 
\-st(3)rirj\ blusters [ME blustren, prob. fr. MLG bliisteren to 
storm; prob. akin to OHG blasan to blow — more at blast] 
vt 1 : to blow in stormy noisy gusts (with clouds spitting snow 
and wind ~ing off the lake — T.W.Duncan) : be windy and 
boisterous (when autumn and the orchard rocks — Robert 
Browning) 2 : to talk and act with noisy, swaggering, and 
often empty threats : play the bully : storm, rage (it pleased a 
people who bragged and ~ed but felt themselves outsiders in 
the world of nations —J.D.Hart) — vt 1 : to utter with noisy 
swaggering self-assertiveness (~"ing I know not what of in- 
solence and love — Alfred Tennyson) 2 : to drive or force by 
blustering : bully, hector (a hurricane ~m£ its wild way 
across quiet country — W.S.Maugham) (trying to ~- us into the 
belief that they are much better than they look — F.A. 
Swinnerton) syn see roar 

^ bluster \"\ n -s 1 : a violent boisterous blowing : storm, 
blast (the strong breeze driving them was setting up a ~ on 
the water — Rose Thurburn) 2 : boisterous noise or violent 
commotion (they do their work without ~ or ostentation — 
Stanley Walker) 3 : noisy, violent, or threatening talk 
: boastful empty speech (I don't count his ~~ worth a cent — 
Winston Churchill) 

blus>ter*er \'bbstfa)ro(r)\ n -s : one that blusters 
blustering adj 1 : blowing boisterously : stormy, tumultuous 
(less violent and <— than the wind of Patagonia — P.E.James) 
2 : uttering noisy often empty threats : swaggerino, bully- 
ino (the — army officer appeared with an unruly following — 
R.A.Billtngton) — blus* terming* ly adv 
btus-ter-ous Vbl3St(3)ras\ adj Obluster + -ous] : blustering 

— blus-ter-ous-ly adv 

blUS*tery \ 'blast (a) re. -ri\ adj {^bluster + -y) 1 : blowing 
boisterously : stormy (a cold ~ day) 2 : noisily self-assertive 
: swaggering (a brusque ~~ man) 

blUt'Wurst \'blUt,vurst\ n -s [G. fr. blut blood ffr. OHG 
bluot) + wurst sausage, fr. OHG; akin to OHG werran to 
confuse — more at blood, war] : blood sausage 

blvd abbr boulevard 

blype \'bllp\ n -s [origin unknown] Scot : a piece or shred of 
skin 

blythe process \'blTth-\ n, usu cap B [fr. the name Blythe) 
: a wood -preservative process by which carbolic acid or tar 
is injected into dried timber 

bm abbr beam 

BM \'be'em\ abbr or n -s : a bowel movement 
BM abbr 1 basal metabolism 2 [L beatae memoriae] of 
blessed memory 3 bench mark 4 bill of material 8 bishop 
and martyr 6 board measure 7 brigade major 8 bronze 



board boy 



?bo abo^V^'bo\ n, pi boes [by shortening] slang : hobo 
3bO V'\ n -s [prob. short for bozo or hobo] slang : fellow, 
buddy — used chiefly in informal address (the truth is, ~, 
that the man's got a good name —Geoffrey Household) 

V'\ n -s [Singhalese b5 — more at bo tree] : pipal 
BO abbr 1 back order 2 blackout 3 body odor 4 box office 

5 branch office 6 broker's order 7 brought over 8 buyer's 
option 

boa \'bos\ n [NL, fr. L. a water snake] 1 cap : a genus (the 
type of the family Boidae) of nonvenomous snakes of tropical 
America 2 -s : a large snake that crushes its prey (as the 
boa constrictor, anaconda, or python) 3 -s : a long fluffy 
scarf of fur, feathers, or delicate fabric 4 -s : nile green 

bo*a*bab \'boa,bab\ n -s [by alter.] : baobab 

boa constrictor n 1 : a tropical American boid snake (Con- 
stridor constrictor) that is light brown in color and barred 
or mottled with darker brown, reaches a length of 10 feet or 
more, is at home on land or in the water, and climbs freely 
in search of its prey (as small animals) which it kills by con- 
striction and swallows whole 2 : a large constrictor (as the 
anaconda or python) 

boal \'bol\ dial var oj j B0le 1 

boar \'bo(3)r, -6(»)r.-o3,-6(a)\ n -s [ME bor, fr. OE bar; akin 
to OHG i& OS ber boar] l a : the uncastrated male of swine 
b : a wild hog (Sus scroja) — see wild boar 2 : the male 
of any of various mammals (as the guinea pig) (the first coon, 
a big old came trundling into camp — Hugh Fosburgh) 

'board \'bo(3)rd, -d(a)rd,-oad,-6f3)d\ n -s [ME bord piece 
of sawed lumber, table, shield, ship's side, border, fr. OE; 
akin to OHG oorf ship's side, ON borth piece of sawed lum- 
ber, table, ship's side, Goth fotubaurd footstool, Skt bardhaka, 
vardhaka, adj., cutting off, bardhaka, vardhaka, n., carpenter, 
and perh. to Gk perthein to destroy] 1 obs : border, side, 
edge 2 a : the side of a ship b : the stretch that a ship makes 
on one tack in beating to windward : tack 3e 3 a : a piece of 
sawed lumber of little thickness but considerable surface area 
usu. being rectangular and of a length greatly exceeding its 
width, in technical specifications of a thickness not exceeding 
2',$ inches and a width of from 6 to 1 2 inches, and designated 
according to thickness (a half-inch -~) (a 2-inch ~) — com- 
pare batten; see *deal, plank b boards pi (I) : stage 2b (1) 
<(as good an actor as ever trod the ~j) (2) : stage 2b(3) (if 
intellectual ideas were to vanish from the ~s I am not sure 
that my heart would break —Max Beerbohm) C boards pi, 
slangiSKis 4 a archaic : table 3a (1) b : a table on which food 
is customarily served esp. when spread with a meal (bade 
the fellow call help to clear the ~, where still was set their 
interrupted noontide meal —Rafael Sabatini) (a feast spread 
upon the ~) C : food in the form of daily meals often provided 
as payment for services (room and ~) (~ was the most ex- 
pensive item in his budget) (the job gave him bed, ~, and 10 
dollars a week to spend) d : a table at which a council or the 
magistrates of a court sit (sit as a guest at the council — ) 

6 : a number of persons appointed or elected to sit in council 
for the management or investigation of a public or 
private business, trust, or other organization or institution 
(a ~ of advisers to the mayor) (~ of directors) (a univer- 
sity examining ~-) t I league, association (the local ~ of 
underwriters) g : an examination given by an examining 
board — often used in pi. (passed his —j) h (11 : the exposed 
hands of all the players in a stud poker game (2) : an exposed 
dummy hand in bridge 5 a : a flat usu. rectangular piece of 
material (as wood) often marked off or provided with pegs and 
used for some special purpose (as the playing of certain games 
or the providing of a flat or hard surface on which to cut food 
or set dishes) (a gaming ~> (a molding ~) — see backboard, 
sideboard, springboard, warping board b : a wall or a 
specially constructed flat usu. rectangular device attached to a 
wall or free standing used for varied purposes (as the posting 
of notices, the listing of stock-market quotations, or the dis- 
play of theater advertisements esp. where they may be seen by 
groups or by the general public) (quotations on the ^ of a 
brokerage house) (~r with playbills in front of a theater) 
C : a panel (as of wood) in which electrical circuit com- 
ponents (as jacks) may be inserted d : pari-mutuel machine 
6 : any of various forms used in finishing fabrics and knitted 
garments (as hosiery) — see 'board 8 1 (I) : a device that is 
used in bridge for holding the four hands of a deal in their 
original form so that they may be played more than once (as in 
duplicate bridge) and that consists usu. of a flat oblong con- 
tainer with four pockets for the hands dealt and is marked on 
its face to show which player is dealer and who is vulnerable 

— called also tray (2) : the particular distribution of cards in 
duplicate bridge constituting any one deal as contained in 
such a board : a deal in duplicate whist or bridge (3) : the 
entire process of bidding and playing such a deal (4) : the 
score accruing to the winning side when such a deal is played; 
esp : one match point (5) : the greatest number of match 
points that can be scored on any deal in duplicate bridge 
6 a : any of various wood pulps or composition materials 
formed or pressed into somewhat stiff or rigid flat usu. 
rectangular sheets; specif : material of the same general com- 
position as paper but stiffer and usu. thicker, being in one 
classification at least 'Mopo inch thick — compare paper 
b : the stiff foundation piece for the side of a book cover 
(bound in ~s) (~ binding) c : pressing board 7 chiefly 
Austral a : the part of a woolshed where sheep are sheared 
b : the sheep about to be sheared C : the crew of shearers 
8 : an organized exchange providing facilities for buying and 
selling securities or commodities 9 : a fixed signal governing 
the movement of trains (a slow ~) (a clear — board 
on board or board and board or board by board archaic, 
of ships : side by side : close beside each other — go by 
the board 1 : to go or be carried by force over the side of a 
ship (in the storm the masts went by the board) 2 : to go 
or be thrown into discard : be passed by and beyond recall 

— on board : aboard 

'board Y'\ vb -ed/-ing -s [ME borden, fr. bord piece of sawed 
lumber, table, shield, ship's side, border] vt 1 archaic : to 
come up against or alongside of (a ship) usu. for the purpose 
of attacking 2 : ACCOST, address (he ~~ed me with some 
light remark —W.A.White) 3 a : to go on board of or enter 
(a ship) b t enter (~« a train) <^ an airplane) : mount 
(^ a motorcycle) 4 ; to cover with boards or boarding 
(store owners taped and — ed their windows — Springfield 
(Mass.) Daily News) — usu. used with up $-~ing up the 
windows of the empty house) 5 a : to provide with regular 
meals or with regular meals and lodging usu. for a compensa- 
tion (the question is, will she ~ as well as lodge her guest 
— Clara Morris) <r~ing students) b : to place where board or 
board and shelter or other accommodations are provided usu. 
for a compensation (~ a horse at a livery stable) 6 : to 
haul (the tack of a course on a sailing vessel) down to the 
deck or to the bumpkin 7 : to work or rub with a board (as 
in graining leather) 8 : to shape (knitted garments) by proc- 
essing on special forms — - vi 1 : tack W 1 2 : to have one's 
regular meals or regular meals and lodging provided usu. for 
a compensation (having ~ed for a time at the Rutledge 
Tavern —Ruth P. Randall) 

Aboard var of bord 

board. a -Die \-d(3)bsl\ adj : capable of being boarded (the 
ship was not <■« in such a rough sea) 

boar d-a-ma ten Vo!A adj : being or relating to a method 
of scoring used in duplicate bridge whereby each board 
played between two teams of four counts one point for the 
team making the higher score on the board and !$ point for 



